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SAILING  
WORKS OF ART

T he year is 1966. England 

wins the World Cup and 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

leads a civil rights march 

in Chicago. In Finland, Pekka 
Koskenkyla releases an innova-

tive work of art into the Baltic Sea. 

It is the first Nautor’s Swan yacht, 

the remarkable Swan 36. Now, 56 

years later, Nautor’s Swan is still 

releasing innovative works of art 

into the world’s oceans.

“Nautor’s Swan was born out of 

an inspiration, and the brand has 

always been synonymous with el-

egance, quality and performance,” 

says CEO Giovanni Pomati. 

“Pekka had the intuition and the 

ability to convince Sparkman & 

Stephens in New York – one of the 

most acclaimed yacht designers of 

the time – to design his first sail-

ing yacht in fibreglass trimmed 

in wood. Hundreds of years of 

Finnish boat building tradition 

helped Pekka in his dream to 

build high-quality and high-per-

formance sailing yachts, made for 

those who have the passion for 

cruising and racing.”

It was only a few years later, in 

1974, that a Swan yacht surged to 

international attention. Ramón 
Carlin piloted the Swan 65 Sayula 

II to win The Ocean Race, then 

known as the Whitbread Round 

the World Race. Nautor’s Swan is 

not resting on their laurels either: 

the ClubSwan 125, launched in 

2021, has won the line of Honour 

twice in the Rolex Fastnet Race 

and Caribbean 600.

“In 1998 Leonardo Ferragamo 

aquired Nautor’s Swan. His man-

agement has evolved the brand 

by continuing to push forward 

a whirlwind of innovations and 

changes that firmly place the 

Swan yachts at the forefront of the 

international sailing world.

From that moment on, Nautor’s 

Swan has always been raising the 

stakes in building new models and 

push its boundaries, meeting its 

customers’ needs and fulfilling the 

expectations of the market with 

seaworthy, elegant, performing 

and timeless yachts,” Pomati says.

Racing yachts with the 
highest pedigree

Today Nautor’s Swan has three 

classes of yachts for different 

customer needs: ClubSwan 

Yachts for high-performance 

racing, Swan Yachts the perfor-

mance cruisers and the Maxi 

Swan Yachts for those who de-

mand elegance, comfort, style 

and modernity with bigger vol-

umes and sizes.

“ClubSwan Yachts are pure rac-

ers, where performance and inno-

vation have priority,” Pomati says. 

The ClubSwan Yachts are de-

signed by Juan Kouyoumdijan, 

the French-Argentinian naval 

architect who specializes in ocean 

racing yachts. These include 

four different models focused on 

speed, technology and competi-

tive sailing.

From cruising to a 
remarkable motoryacht

“The Swan Yachts are meant 

for those owners who have the 

passion for the sport of sailing, 

either cruising or racing, and 

mark the new generation of Swan 

yachts coming from the pen of 

Maestro German Frers,” Pomati 

continues. 

Six different boats are in the 

Swan Yachts division, including 

the new version of the Swan 55, 

which will be presented in Cannes 

in September 2022. It epitomises 

a new generation of hull design 

developed from decades of expe-

rience combined with the best 

modern tools.

The Maxi Swan Yachts include 

four ships ranging from 88 to 120 

feet which offer the highest ex-

pression of seaworthiness com-

bined with luxury, with the hybrid 

electric Swan 88. The designers’ 

team include Maestro Germán 

Frers, interior designer Misa 
Poggi and exterior designer Lucio 
Micheletti.

The range is rounded out by 

their motoryacht, the Swan 

Shadow, which was launched in 

2021. She is not only a chase boat, 

but also a powerboat embodying 

the core values of Nautor’s Swan. 

The boat is made in Italy where 

the motoryacht tradition is very 

strong in building, with a Finn-

ish Design by the pen of Jarkko 
Jansen. |

Nautor’s Swan yachts embody cruising and 
racing for those with a passion for sailing.
TEXT: DAVID J. CORD
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D Nautor’s Swan is based in Pietarsaari, Finland, in their renowned 
Boatbuilding Technology Center. A recent two-year renovation of their 
facilities added 9,935 sqm of space.

“The new area is dedicated to the new joinery, high-tech lamination 
operations with an oven for post curing, halls for painting, grinding and 
polishing as well as areas for warehousing and logistics,” Giovanni 
Pomati says. “All manufacturing activities are now located in the same 
place and help with a better organisation and logistics to improve 
efficiency and quality.”

If you are interested in learning more about this remarkable line of 
yachts, you are invited to visit the virtual showroom at nautorswan.com, 
or even make a trip to Pietarsaari.

“The philosophy of the brand remains the same as when we were 
founded 56 years ago: building cruising and performing yachts in 
keeping with Swan’s DNA of attention to detail, performance, quality 
construction and reliability,” Pomati says.
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GIOVANNI POMATI, CEO
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